MUSEUMS. 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable Tbe House of Commons, 
dated 24 May 1843 \—for, 



A RETURN of the Total Amount of Money granted by Parliament, or derived from 
Funds of a Public Nature, which has been applied for the use of the British Museum 
whether for Maintenance, Building, the Purchase of Collections, or other Purposes 
connected with that Institution, during each of the last Twenty Years; accompanied 
by a Summary, showing the Aggregate Sum which has been so applied during the whole 
Period : also, An Account of the Amount applied for the use of the Museum of 
Economic Geology, and of other Museums in England, during the above Period. 

A RETURN of the Amount of Public Money applied during the same Period for 
the use of any Museums in Ireland. 

A similar RETURN for Scotland. 

COPY of a Memorial transmitted by the Royal Dublin Society to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury, in the Month of January 1843, praying for a Grant 
of Money for the Erection of a National Museum in Ireland- with Copies of any 
Correspondence which has arisen thereupon between the Officers of the Royal Dublin 
Society and the Secretary of the Treasury. 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,' 
21 June 1843. 



G. CLERK. 



{Mr. IV. S. O’Brien.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
22 June 1 843. 
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2 RETURN OF MONEY GRANTED FOR THE BRITISH MUSEUM, &c. FROM 1823 TO ia^ 



A RETURN of the Total Amount of Money granted by Parliament, or derived from Funds nf a Public Nature 
which has been applied for the use of the British Museum, whether for Maintenance, Building, the Purchase «' I 
Collections, or other Purposes connected with that Institution, during each of the last Twenty Years; accompanied bv a 
Summary, showing the Aggregate Sum which has been so applied during the whole Period : also, An Account of the 
Amount applied for the use of the Museum of Economic Geology, and of other Museums in England, durinj the I 

above Period.— A Return of the Amount of Public Money applied during the same Period for the use of any I 

Museums in Ireland .— A similar Return for Scotland. 



AMOUNTS APPLIED FOR THE USE OF THE 



In the 
Years 


British Museum. 


Museum 

of 

Economic 

Geology. 


Museums 

in 

Scotland 

(Edinburgh). 


Dublin 

Society, 


For Expenses 
of 

Establishment, 
Deluding Ordinary! 
Purchases, 

&c. 


Special Grants 
for 

Purchase of 
Urge Collections, 

&C. 


'or Buildings and 

of Property 
for 

uilding Purposes. 


TOTAL. 




£. s. 


£. 5. d. 


£. s. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. 


£. 5. d. 


£. 


1823 


8,766 - 


- - ’ 


40,000 - 


48,766 - - 




100 - - 


7.000 


1824 


4.847 - 


. - . 


40,000 - 


44,847 - - 


- - - 


100 - - 


7,000 


1825 


15.416 - 


7,500 - - 


40,000 - 


62,916 - - 


- - * 


100 - - 


7,000 


1826 


13.992 - 




25,000 - 


38,99s - - 


- - - 


5,600 - - 


7, - 


1827 


12,877 - 


. . . 


12,000 - 


24,877 - - 


- - - 


100 - - 


7,000 


1S28 


16,649 - 




43,600 - 


60,249 - - 


- - • 


100 - - 


7,000 


1829 


19,899 - 




13,000 - 


32,899 - - 


- - - 


100 - - 


7,000 


1830 


16,143 - 


- - - 


10,000 - 


26,143 - - 


- - - 


- - - 


5,250 


1831 


14,450 - 


. - 


12,000 - 


26,450 - - 


- - - 


200 - - 


5,5oo 


1832 


16,992 - 


. . . 


10,000 - 


26,99a -- - 


- - - 


200 - - 


6.HS-. 


1833 


16,844 - 


. . . 


24,000 - 


40,844 - - 


- - - 


197 5 2 


5,300 


1834 


17.017 - 


3,810 - - 


8,000 - 


28,827 - - 


- - - 


200 - - 


5,3oo 


1835 


17.796 - 


6,000 - - 


16,000 - 


39,796 - - 


- - - 


200 - - 


5,300 


1836 


21.974 - 


9,250 - - 


25,860 - 


57,084 - - 


100 - 


200 - - 


5,300 


1837 


29,400 - 


2,775 - - 


14,250 - 


46,425 - - 


250 - 


*5,200 - - 


5,300 


1838 


27,469 - 


1,250 13 3 


18,096 - 


46,815 13 3 


150 - 


200 - - 


5,300 


1839 


28,839 - 


5,812 - - 


21,500 - 


56,151 - - 


i,738 - 


200 - - 


5,300 


1840 


29.953 - 


1,800 - - 


54,050 - 


85,803 - - 


2,950 - 


200 - “ 


5,300 


1841 


31,786 - 


7,080 - - 


42,404 - 


81,270 - - 


1,689 - 


200 - “ 




1842 


30.33 6 - 


4,740 - - 


33,748 - 


68,824 - - 


2,018 - 


200 - _ 


10,90(>{ yon 


Total - £ 


391,445 - 


50,017 13 3 


503,508 - 


944,970 13 3 


8,895 - 


13,597 5 2 


1 19> 6 75 



* Of this sum, 5,000 1. was voted for the Museum of the College of Surgeons, Edinburgh. 



The Treasury have not the means of stating what portions of the Grants for the Royal Dublin Society have been applied to tb 
purposes of the Museum. 

Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,! 

20 June 1843, j 



I 
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MEMORIAL FOR A NATIONAL MUSEUM IN IRELAND. 



3 



COPY of a Memorial transmitted by the Royal Dublin Society to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury, in the Month of January 1843, praying for 
a Grant of Money for the Erection of a National Museum in Ireland ; with 
Copies of any Correspondence which has arisen thereupon between the 
Officers of the Royal Dublin Society and the Secretary of the Treasury. 



TO THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 



The Memorial of the Royal Dublin Society : 

Sheweth, 

That in the year 1836 a Select Committee of the House of Commons was appointed, “ to 
inquire into the administration of the Royal Dublin Society, with a view to a wider extension 
of the advantages of the Annual Parliamentary Grant to that Institution.” 

That this Committee reported certain recommendations and resolutions, suggesting altera- 
tions in the practice and management of the Society ; and also, as consequent upon such 
proposed improvements, other recommendations and resolutions favourable to an increased 
liberality by Parliament in the support of this “ National Institution observing, amongst 
other matters, “ that should Parliament be convinced, by the future proceedings of the 
Society, that it is an institution calculated to secure to Ireland innumerable benefits of the 
highest character, your Committee feel assured that the House of Commons will not refuse 
to extend to the Dublin Society the same judicious and increasing liberality which has cha- 
racterised its recent grants to the British Museum ; an institution in many respects similar, 
though not embracing so wide a field of operation.” — (Report, p. 17.) 

That Memorialists have modified the laws and management of the Society to meet the 
recommendations of such Parliamentary Committee ; and have in some instances gone 
beyond those recommendations to meet subsequently expressed views of Her Majesty’s late 
Government in Ireland ; and submit, that such compliance has proved satisfactory to Her 
Majesty’s present Government, as would appear by the restoration of the Parliamentary 
Grant to the Society, which had been withheld in the year 1841. 

That the Royal Dublin Society having thus complied with the requisitions of Government, 
and moulded their proceedings in accordance with such of the Parliamentary recommenda- 
tions as were held to be obligatory upon them, conceive the time has arrived when they 
may respectfully direct the attention of My Lords and Her Majesty’s Government in general 
to those recommendations and resolutions of the Select Committee of the House of Commons, 
referring to a more liberal support of the Society, in the hope that as Her Majesty s Govern- 
ment have adopted the principle of the Report of that Committee, by enforcing its recom- 
mendations on the Society, they may now feel disposed to give effect to such reciprocal 
measures of improvement as were contemplated by the Committee to originate in the bounty 
of the State. 

That a few extracts from the Report of the Select Committee may serve to demonstrate 
the nature and extent of the views therein expressed in favour of the Society. In treating 
of the Museum, the Report observes ; viz., “ The result of all the evidence which your 
Committee has received has been to show that it is impossible to make proper arrangements 
for the exhibition of even the present contents of the Museum, much less to render it a proper 
repository for future acquisitions, without a very considerable extension of accommodation in 
point of room. Mr. Griffith states, that he has in his own house a large geological collec- 
tion, accompanied by maps and sections, which he intends to present to the Dublin Society 
as soon as proper opportunity is afforded for tlieir exhibition. _ 

“ There is also a large and accumulating collection of specimens illustrative of the natural 
history of Ireland, which has been, in the progress of the Ordnance survey, at present deposited 
in the Phcenix Park. . . . 

“ If this collection he enlarged and preserved for public exhibition, it will be necessary to 
erect some building for its reception, unless it shall be transferred to the Dublin Society, 
which, in the opinion of competent judges, is its most fitting receptacle. Your Committee 
are fully impressed with the opinion, that it is on every account most desirable that there 
should be in the metropolis of Ireland a great National Museum, and that the Dublin Society 
is the body under whose care such a Museum could be most advantageously placed ; they 
do not hesitate, therefore, to recommend, that the buildings of Leinster House should 
be extended in such a manner as to provide ample room for the reception, arrangement and. 
exhibition of the objects which from time to time may be collected in such a Museum : the 
present house of the Society admits of such enlargement with advantage, and at an 
expense which, with a view to present purposes, it is estimated would not exceed 3,000 l. 
— (Report, p. 11.) . , 

That Memorialists respectfully submit, that no part of this sum of 3,000 1. lias yet been 
advanced by Parliament for the purpose thus recommended ; hut the Society, desirous to 
effectuate an object of such national importance, emanating from such high authonty, 
proceeded in the year 1839 to apply their own private funds, accruing from the admission 
372. tees 
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MEMORIAL OF THE ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY 



fees of members, to the erection of a suitable Museum, rendered necessary not only bv th 
great increase of the various objects of a Museum, for which there exists no adeai f 
accommodation, but also in order to provide additional rooms for the Library, in complian 6 
with the following recommendation of the Committee ; viz., “ That arrangements should ^ 
made for allowing to the public at large the same facilities for study which are provided t 
the British Museum ; that for this purpose a room should be set apart for the special use of 
those who may be desirous to consult the books of the Library.” — (Report, p. 31 .) 

That for such purposes the Society contracted for buildings and alterations, in connexion 
with Leinster House, to the extent uot of 3,000/., hut of 4,000 L, a large proportion of which 
sum has been actually expended and paid on works now considerably advanced in progress 

That the entire sum required to complete this undertaking would have been realized and 
the building completed without extrinsic aid, by the ordinary results of the Society’s 
operations, had not the fiscal resources applicable to this object been seriously deranged by 
the steps taken against the Society by Her Majesty’s Government in Ireland, in the year 
1840, followed up by the severe and extreme measure of totally withdrawing the Parlia- 
mentary Grant in the following year. 

That the_ natural consequence of such extended interference has been an apprehension of 
instability in the institution itself, indisposing many persons to contribute to its support by 
becoming members, either money or time, since there appears no adequate security that ’the 
Parliamentary Grant may not be again withdrawn, or still further diminished ; added to 
which, the Society have been coerced by the Report of the Parliamentary Committee to 
abandon a very important inducement to public favour and support, in tile advantages 
hitherto offered by its newspaper-room : the extent to which the above causes have 
prejudicially affected the Society and its resources may appear from a comparative view of 
the number of members who have sought admission during the last four years, and the 
amount of their admission fees. 









Members. 


Admission Fees. 










£. s. d. 


For year ending 31st March 1839 


- 


- 


49 


1,048 19 - 


Ditto - - ditto - 1840 


- 


- 


32 


693 - - 


Ditto - - ditto - 1841 


- 


- 


23 


614 10 - 


Ditto - - ditto - 1842 


- 


- 


17 


363 6 - 



That, notwithstanding the restoration of the grant by Her Majesty’s present Government, 
the Society, from the causes above enumerated, is not in a condition to complete, out of 
private resources, the contract entered into for a new Museum ; and despairs of being able 
to do so, unless Parliament shall be induced, on the recommendation of Government, to 
make an additional grant in aid of the Society’s private contributions towards enlarging the 
buildings at Leinster House, for the purposes of a National Museum. 

That the interest attached to this branch of the Society’s establishment by the public, as 
a source of amusement and instruction, may be estimated by the fact, that for the year end- 
ing 3lst December 1841, 41,872 persons were admitted as visitors, being a number, it is 
believed, far exceeding, in proportion to the respective population of the cities in which they 
are respectively situated, the numbers admitted annually to the British Museum. 

1 hat as a further inducement to the liberality of Parliament, in reference to this depart- 
ment, the Society may add, that a suit of apartments has been fitted up on their premises, 
at an expense of 1,000 /., defrayed out of the Society’s private funds, to be appropriated to the 
purposes of an Agricultural Museum, where all implements, models, and vegetable produc- 
tions of approved utility or recent introduction, may be exhibited by the inventor or pro- 
prietor ; an object which cannot fail to be duly appreciated by Her Majesty's Government, 
when considered m connexion with the interest lately excited both in Great Britain and 
Ireland on the subject of Agricultural Improvement, and the furtherance of one leading 
object for which this Society was incorporated by Royal Charter ; and Memorialists most 
earnestly direct the attention of your Lordships to the observations of the Select Committee 
. agricultural functions of the Society, and particularly to the recommendation, viz., 
1 hat in order to secure the more effective performance of these duties, the Agricultural 
Committee should be aided by a Secretary, who ought to be himself a practical agriculturist, 
an -r. Ca . pa ^ le ° f EW lectures on agriculture. ’’—(Report, p. 16 .) 

I hat Memonalists respectfully direct your Lordships to the following extract from the 
Heport of the same Committee, m reference to the Botanic Garden of the Royal Dublin 
oce y ; viz.. All the witnesses concur in representing the Botanic Garden as now in a 
>gMy cultivated state, and all bear testimony to the zeal and efficiency of the present 
curator, lhe garden is one of the largest and most beautiful in Europe : considering the 
pportumties which it affords to the botanical student, considering, also, how much it contri- 
butes to the enjoyment of the inhabitants of Dublin, and how justly it is a matter of pride 
o lem, your ommittee cannot think that it would he judicious to abridge its dimensions, 

of^Vecfot»-\R^ortfrio!) h may bS “ CeS6aryf0r marataimD 6 “ in a h « h sta,e 

That 
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FOR THE ERECTION OF A NATIONAL MUSEUM IN IRELAND. 5 

That Memorialists respectfully submit, that they are unable to maintain the Botanic Garden 
in that “ high state of perfection,” or even to continue the inducements to the public “ to 
look upon it as a National Institution,” as contemplated by the Parliamentary Committee, 
■without a large and immediate expenditure of money, exceeding any resources the Society 

^°That the buildings and extensive conservatories in the Botanic Garden, originally erected 
bv orants from Parliament, and since maintained by the public purse for public purposes, have, 
from the number of years they have been erected, reached a state of complete and dangerous 
decay. A Report of the Architect of the Board of Works, bearing date the 21 st January 
1342 , and appended to this Memorial for the information of My Lords, certifies to this 
important fact, and further, that any attempt to repair those houses must prove useless. 

That unless the Society shall be enabled forthwith to erect new conservatories, together 
with another lecture-room in substitution of those now rendered nearly useless by age and 
decay, the valuable collection of exotic plants, the accumulation of years, and the_ repre- 
sentatives of every climate and region of the globe, must inevitably perish or be dissipated ; 
in either event, be for ever lost to the public for all those purposes of enjoyment and utility, 
for which the Select Committee of the House of Commons was of opinion, this garden 
ought to be maintained in a high state of perfection. 

That the Members of the Royal Dublin Society, anxious to avert a calamity so irrepa- 
rable to botanical science in Ireland, have originated a “ General Subscription” for the 
purpose of raising a certain sum, in the hope that Her Majesty’s Government may be 
induced to recommend to Parliament such an additional grant in aid as may be necessary 
for the erection of new conservatories and lecture-rooms on the improved principles of 
modern times ; inasmuch as it would be utterly hopeless to undertake this work altogether 
on the strength of private resources, or out of the usual limited Parliamentary Grant. 

And Memorialists respectfully add, that it would prove an event deeply to be deplored, 
should this garden happen to be deprived of the chief ornament and attraction of its con- 
servatories, at a time when the public interest appears on the increase; 31,661 persons 
having visited the garden during the past year, being 7,000 more than at any former period. 

That the reference made by the Select Committee of the House of Commons to the 
British Museum justifies Memorialists in bringing under your Lordships’ notice the important 
fact, that while the liberality of Parliament for a long series of years has been (in the 
language of the Report) “ judicious and increasing,” in the case of the British Museum, 
the converse of the proposition has been the truth in reference to the analogous and sister 
institution of Ireland. In the year 1801, the year following the Union with Great Britain, 
the grant to the Dublin Society exceeded the grant to the British Museum ; the former 
having been in that year, and for 20 years subsequently, as stipulated for by the seventh 
article of the Act of Union, about 1 0,000 /., late Irish currency, that is, a sum not less than 
had been granted by the Irish Parliament, on an average of six years preceding the 
1st January 1800 ; while the grant to the British Museum did not then, or until the year 
1804, exceed the sum of 3,000/. ; from this last-mentioned year, the English grant appears 
to have increased gradually, the Irish remaining stationary, until the expiration of the 
20 years provided for by the Act of Union : the proportions from henceforth rapidly change ; 
In the year 1819 , the grant to the Dublin Society is reduced to 7,000/.; in the year 1830, 
the grant is further reduced to 5,300 1 . : in the same year, that to the British Museum is 
found to have reached, by gradual augmentation, the sum of 26,143 Z.; every year from that 
period to the present time has seen the grant to the British Museum considerably increased, 
until at length in the past year, 1841, it has reached the sum of 81,170/. ; the Royal Dublin 
Society disappearing altogether from the Irish Miscellaneous Estimates. In the present 
year the Irish grant is found happily restored; 68,824/. has been voted for the British 
Museum; and the sum of 10,900/. for the Royal Dublin Society for two years ; being the 
usual diminished annual grant of 5,300/. for the omitted year 1841, with a small increase 
on the present year of 300/. for lectures to provincial towns, as recommended by the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons (Report, pages 8 & 20) ; such increase of 300/. 
furnishing the single instance in which, as yet, any of the recommendations ot that Com- 
mittee favourable to an extension of the Society’s operations have been adopted by Govern- 
ment. It thus appears, that within 40 years, the annual public bounty has increased from 
3,000/. to 81,000 Z. in the case of the British Museum ; while the same bounty has declined 
towards the Dublin Society, from about 10,000 /., late Irish currency, to 5,600 Z. 

That Memorialists, in submitting the foregoing facts to the consideration of -your Lord- 
ships, do not seek to institute an invidious comparison, or to deprecate a liberality so honour- 
able to the Legislature, and which has created in the British Metropolis the noblest reposi- 
tory of science, art and literature in the civilized world, but one, nevertheless, unavailing to 
the great body of the people of Ireland as a means of instruction, and offering no compen- 
sation for the neglect and decay of a long-cherished Irish Institution an acknowledged 
“ instrument in aiding the education of the people, and improvement of the country. In 
referring to the British Museum, Memorialists seek to impress upon Her Majesty s Govern- 
ment that the analogy between that Institution and the Royal Dubhn Society has been 
recognised and put forward by the Select Committee of the House of Commons itself ; and 
that the liberality of Parliament to the former has been referred to by the same authority, 
as an example to be followed in the case of the Royal Dublin Society. 

Memorialists, in conclusion, desire to rest the prayer of this Memorial upon the views 
taken and opinions expressed by the Select Committee of the House of Commons, m the year 
1836, as to the advantages of the annual grant to the Dublin Society, and upon the obedience 
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6 CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY 

that has been rendered by the Society to the recommendations of that Committee “ ' 

(as they declare) in a desire to render the Dublin Society a National Institution 
Ireland may justly feel proud.” — (Report, p. 18.) ' w * Uc ^ 

Memorialists, therefore, pray that your Lordships may be pleased to recommend to P-irl 1 
ment the accompanying Supplemental Estimates of the Royal Dublin Societv for la ' 
3 843-4, for the purposes therein. y e - ear 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

By order, 

(signed) Ed* Hardman, 

Assis 1 Secretary. 



REPORT of Jacob Owen, Esq., Architect to the Board of Works, on the State of the 
Conservatories and other Buildings in the Botanic Garden at Glasnevin. 

Sir ' 2 > Mountjoy-square, 21 January 1842 

Having been requested by the committee to examine and report, for their information 
and guidance, on the condition of the several houses of this interesting establishment X r 
a careful inspection, I beg to submit the following statement ; viz. : ’ 

The octagon-house is more recently built than any of the other houses in the garden anrl 
requires only a partial repair, and painting, to render it in a safe and efficient state 'n! 
painting to the buildings, generally, has been badly done. ‘ e 

Dr. Litton’s house, the lecture-room, the attached conservatory, and an apartment in th* 
basement, occupied as a sleeping-room for some of the workmen, are in a very ruinous con 
ffition The men s room is so damp as to render it absolutely unfit for human beimrs to 
inhabit, and must be prejudicial to their health. *» 

The lower range, or treble-house, is in such a total state of decay, that any attentat to 
repair it would be utterly useless : in such a house the plants must suffer considerably 
Some temporary shores are necessary to prevent it being destroyed on some stormy nio-ht 
lhe upper range of houses in the centre of the garden, consisting of a centre and two 
wmgs, are in a very dilapidated state : the decay is so general, that it would only he a 
waste of money to attempt to put it in an efficient state. y 

The sashes generally are. so decayed, and the glass so defective, that few of them can be 
moved for the purposes of ventilation, or the wet or wind excluded, as is necessary to 
preserve the plants in a healthy condition. y 

The construction of these houses is not good, and the system of heating defective and 
expensive. Under these circumstances, I feel I am best consulting tlie interests of the 
SmSf’ '“““"“ending that no further expense be incurred in repairing these 
b y • d , sucb “ f a '' et 7 ‘enmorary description ; and that new houses, on an 
improved principle, and better situated, be forthwith commenced. If it shall be incon- 

en V OU “ dertl ? eth , ewllole at one time ’ 1 would suggest that the Z 
trts undZl™ be prepared and , approved by the council of the Society, and such 
ZZh™ tlle fu ° ds will admit ; but an immediate reform of the buildings of this 

the caseZTf Sf J? absolutely necessary, both with reference to the urgency of 
the case itself, and the credit of the Society, as it cannot, in my opinion, be longer delayed 
without incurring serious responsibility. J * 5 * 

n, T n/r tmo,. I have, &c. 

To Isaac M.D Oiler, Esq. (signed) Jacob Owen. 



TuiS™ ptmisi^f ATE T° f 46 SU “ required to complete Alterations and 
of Sums allocated for th a nt JC r lm ®- L A 11 Ster v HoUs . e ’ lntende d for a new Museum, in aid 
of Members. purpose from the ordinary Admission Fees and Subscriptions 

Amount .of Contract entered into for that purpose - - -I aooot- 

Of this Sum 1ms been paid by the Society - £ 2 000 - - 

And Funds in hand available - . . 



For extra Worts and fitting up 





£. s. d. 


. : 


4,000 - - 




2,700 - - 




1,300 - - 


- 


1,500 - - 


£. 


2,800 - - 



24 December 1842. 



(signed) P. J. Wilson, 
Registrar. 
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FOR THE ERECTION OF A NATIONAL MUSEUM IN IRELAND. 

No. 2. 

SUPPLEMENTAL ESTIMATE of the Sum required for the purpose of erecting new 
Conservatories and other necessary Buildings in the Botanic Garden, for the Preser- 
vation of the valuable Collection of Plants therein, in aid of a Sum to be paid from a 
Fund raised and to be raised by Private Subscription for that purpose. 

£. s. d. 

Sum estimated for the Buildings 5 qoo - — 

Proposed Subscription - 1,000 - — 

Balance required - - £. 4,000 - -s 



(signed) P. J. Wilson , 

24 December 1842. Registrar. 



Sir, Treasury Chambers, 20 January 1843. 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had under consideration the 
Memorial of the Royal Dublin Society, praying their Lordships to recommend to Parlia- 
ment two Supplementary Estimates for the sums of 2,800/. and 4,000/., the former for the 
completion of certain alterations and buildings on premises adjoining Leinster House 
intended for a new Museum, and the latter for the purpose of erecting new conservatories 
and other buildings in the Botanic Garden ; and their Lordships have directed me to request 
that you will inform the Royal Dublin Society, that, in considering the' propriety of recom- 
mending to Parliament so large an additional grant as that which they solicit, My Lords 
feel themselves bound to have reference to the state and prospects of the Society, and their 
probable means, if so large an outlay of public money be authorized, of rendering it bene- 
ficial to the public. 

My Lords observe with regret, from the statements made in their Memorial, the rapid 
and progressive diminution of the revenues of the Society derived from private contributions 
between the years 1838 and 1841, and the still further decrease in the last year by very 
nearly one-half even of the reduced number of members admitted in 1841 ; and My Lords 
cannot but view this as an indication of the little interest which the educated portion of 
society in Dublin, compared with that of other great towns, take in the support of the 
objects of such an institution. It gives rise, moreover, to grave doubt as to the future 
ability of the Society to raise any adequate revenue for the support of their necessary 
establishments. 

My Lords feel, therefore, that if they should undertake what is now proposed, which is, 
in fact, little short of making a new Botanic Garden, by rebuilding extensive conservatories 
and lecture-rooms, the sum to be provided would not be limited to that which has been 
stated in the estimate, or even to that which the erection of such buildings might ultimately 
cost; but that My Lords would hereafter have to adopt one of two alternatives, either the 
providing the whole sum required for their maintenance when erected, and for their appli- 
cation to useful instruction, or, after incurring all the expense of building, to permit the 
whole establishment of the Botanic Garden to fall into decay. 

Considering, also, the number and extent of literary and scientific institutions in other 
large towns of the United Kingdom, and the comparatively large amount of private contri- 
butions raised for their maintenance, My Lords cannot but feel that a compliance with the 
requestof the Dublin Society for a grant of 4 , 000 /. for their Botanical Garden alone would be 
viewed with just jealousy by others, to whom grants of money have been refused, and be at 
once a precedent for unlimited concession in other quarters, and a check to individual sub- 
scription in all. For these reasons, My Lords do not deem it advisable to recommend to 
Parliament the grant proposed for the Royal Dublin Society. With respect to the building 
commenced by the Society in 1836 as an addition to Leinster House, My Lords feel them” 
selves precluded from acceding to the wish of the Society. That building was undertaken 
without any sanction or approval of this Board ; and My Lords, under these circumstances, 
cannot make good the deficiency of the means provided for its completion. 

To the Secretary to the (signed) G. Clerk. 

Royal Dublin Society, 



Sir, Royal Dublin Society, February 1843. 

We have the honour to acknowledge, on the part of the Royal Dublin Society, the 
receipt of your letter of the 20 th ultimo, addressed to the Secretary of that body, and con- 
veymg, by directions of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the reasons for which their 
Lordships do not deem it advisable to recommend to Parliament the Supplementary Grants 
prayed by the Memorial of the Society, transmitted through his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. As such reasons seem to them to imply misconceptions on the part of 
their Lordships of the true nature and position of our Society, as, also, of the argu- 
ments advanced in the Memorial, we have been instructed to convey to you respectfully 
the following observations, for the information and further consideration of their Lordships. 

It is submitted that other literary and scientific institutions of the United Kingdom, 
however numerous or deserving, cannot justly view with jealousy, grants of public money to 
372. C the 
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the Royal Dublin Society, unless, like it, they can point to a Parliamentary origin for the 
objects requiring support, and can rest their claims upon the Report of a Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, bearing testimony to the value and efficiency of those objects, 
and recommending the policy of upholding them for great public and national purposes. In 
this respect, the Royal Dublin Society stands distinguished from all other societies in Great 
Britain or Ireland, entertaining; kindred pursuits, the British Museum alone excepted. 

The Society also observe with regret that the above strong grounds so prominently relied 
on in their Memorial have not been adverted to in your letter, and would appear not to have 
entered into the contemplation of their Lordships, in arriving at the adverse conclusion you 
have communicated.. 

It is with regret the Society observe that the argument in their Memorial, drawn from the 
progressive diminution of income arising from private contributions since the year 1839 , 
should have been misinterpreted by their Lordships, and be considered an indication of the 
little interest which the educated portion of society in Dublin take in support of the objects 
of the Institution, when it is distinctly explained that such diminution is properly referable 
to the proceedings taken against the Society by Her Majesty’s late Government in Ireland, 
whereby public confidence in the stability of the Institution was weakened, and which con- 
fidence could not be expected to revive, until the restoration of the grant towards the close 
of the Session of 1842. 

Whatever may be the result of the ultimate determination of Her Majesty’s Government, in 
reference to the policy of sustaining the Society’s establishments, it is of importance that the 
cause of the growth of those establishments beyond their present means of support should 
be clearly understood, in order to justify the Memorialists in soliciting, and the Government 
in granting or refusing, what has been prayed. 

Our Society was formed in the year 1731, being the oldest of the kind in Europe ; and for 
the first 18 years depended entirely on its own resources, accommodating its pursuits to its 
means. In the year 1749, it was incorporated by charter, and then received from the Royal 
Privy Purse, for several years, the annual sum of 500 1. The Irish Parliament subsequently, 
in 1761 adopted the Society as a suitable instrument for promoting the national improve- 
ment, and by an Act (1 Geo. 3, c. 1, s. 14) appropriated 2,000 1. to enable them to con- . 
tinue their premiums for the encouragement of agriculture, manufactures and planting. 

The foundation of the Society’s Parliamentary support was now laid, and henceforth we 
find new duties, new obligations, and with them new establishments superinduced upon the 
original and limited objects of the Society, by the Irish Parliament, which supplied liberal 
funds for their support. 

In the year 1785 the Act containing the grant to the Society (25 Geo. 3, c. 61) directed 
and provided for the establishment of drawing-schools, and the cultivation of such “ useful 
sciences ”, as the Society should think fit. 

In 1790, Parliament directed (30 Geo. 3, c. 28) that a Botanic Garden should be esta- 
blished and maintained. We have here the origin of the present Botanic Garden of the 
Society, now containing 27 statute acres. 

In 1792, by the Act (32 Geo. 3, c. 14), a cabinet of mineralogy was engrafted ; and in 
the following year, 1793, a sum was granted (33 Geo. 3, c. 13) for erecting a repository for 
such cabinet, thus laying the foundation of our present extensive Museum. Subsequently 
the cultivation of chemistry was added to that of mineralogy, and an able professor ap- 
pointed to teach both sciences. Still further, under the same auspices, a lectureship in 
natural philosophy was established ; and thus the Society was moulded by the very hand of 
the Legislature into that form it now retains. 

The Society was selected by the State as the fitting organ to improve the country and 
instruct the people, through those several institutions : they were confided to its care and 
management ; but the State retained the obligation of maintaining what it had created. The 
contributions of members and private individuals, though liberal, were merely auxiliary, unim- 
portant as a source of permanent support, formed no element in the estimated expenses 
annually laid before Parliament ; and although they have always been, and continue to be, 
expended in subservience to the many objects of the Institution, it is remarkable that they 
have been ever found to fluctuate in proportion to the confidence entertained in the con- 
tinuance of Government support. 

The Society thus grew to its present magnitude and importance. 

In 1800, one of the last Acts of the Parliament of Ireland (40 Geo. 3, c. 31) granted so 
large a sum as 15,500 /. for the purposes of the Institution, including buildings. Of this 
sum, 1,500/. was specifically appropriated for maintaining the Botanic Garden for one year, 
and 300 1. for the salary of the professor, long since reduced to 150 l. per annum, in conse- 
quence of the diminution of the grant : the extent of those reductions by the Imperial Par- 
liament since the expiration of the 20 years’ provision secured by the Act of Union has 
been detailed in the Society’s Memorial ; yet these establishments remain the same as 
when the means of upholding them were greater: their buildings are not enduring, but will 
yield to the influence of age and decay. 

From the foregoing state of facts it is submitted, that two things are apparent:— First, 
that the claims of the Royal Dublin Society to Parliamentary aid rest altogether upon a 
different basis from the claims that can be preferred by any other institution of later forma- 
tion, and supported by private contributions. Secondly, that the many public and extensive 
branches of our Institution, founded by our native Legislature, and handed over to the pro- 
tection of the Imperial Parliament, can subsist in that full vigour and efficiency, contem- 
plated 
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1 t d as desirable by a Committee of the House of Commons, so long only as they shall 
ntinue to experience Parliamentary support. 

C0 \V venture to express a hope, that their Lordships may not conclude unfavourably of the 
t and prospects of the Society, or allow doubts to influence them as to its future ability 
t raise any adequate revenue, without more deliberate inquiries on those points. 

W It is true the diminution of the amount of admission fees was remarkable curing the 
■ j noticed in your letter of the 20tli ultimo, for the reasons already assigned ; yet the 
*h»'racter and high station of those who joined the Society during the discussion with the 
1 te Government, when its very existence was at stake, bore hono uvable testimony to its useful- 
-- and of the anxiety of the noble and educated to uphold it ; and it will also he found 
Ton inouiry that since the restoration of the grant, and the auspicious patronage of the noble 
Earl now at the head of the Irish Government, new members of rank and influence have 
kilned and are daily joining the Society, evidencing returning confidence in the stability 
of the Institution, and the public estimate of the value and importance of its objects; 
and we confidently submit, that should their Lordships be pleased to recommend to Parlia- 
ment the additional grants solicited, there exists a certainty of their being rendered beneficial 

10 We would also add, that the voluntary contributions now in progress, and intended to 
aid the Government in the great national object of rebuilding the botanical conservatories, 
attest in no small degree the interest which the educated portion of the inhabitants of Dublin 
take in such matters ; hut it cannot he concealed that there exists a disinclination as well 
as a disability to maintain, in Mo, by voluntary contributions, establishments which have 
hitherto been supported mainly from the public purse, and which public opinion pronounces 

to be still deserving of such support. T j v j. in 

With respect to the apprehension entertained by their Lordships, that the sum to be pro- 
vided for rebuilding the conservatories might not be limited to that stated in the estimate, 
or even to what such buildings might ultimately cost, we may observe, that the cost of 
maintaining new conservatories, on improved principles, would not exceed, nor perhaps 
eoual that at present incurred and provided by Parliament for the maintenance of the present 
old and imperfect houses; that a judicious expenditure, limited and controlled by com- 
petent authority, would be permanent for perhaps a century to come; and that such an 
undertaking could be accommodated to the exigencies of the public service by annual 
instalments, until the stipulated grant should be completed. , T 

Thus much we have been instructed to submit to the Lords of Her Majesty s Treasury, 
in the way of explanation of the grounds and motives which induced the bociety to prefer 
their Memorial, and which, by the terms of your reply of the 20th ultimo, appeared to have 
been somewhat misapprehended by their Lordships. r f ,v 

The Society respectfully rest their case on the Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, and as they seek the benefits of that Report, after havmg adopted th^ 
alterations, and submitted to the restraints it imposed, they respectfully solicit that their 

Lordships may be pleased to give further consideration to the prayer of the Society s 

Memorial. __ r , # 

We have, &c. 

Sir George Clerk, Bart., (signed) J. Weld, lH onorar y Secretaries. 

&c. &c. L.E. Foot,) 

Treasury Chambers. 



My Lords and Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 7 March 1843 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have had unde* 
a letter from the Honorary Secretaries of your Board, requesting that a! 

Grant may be recommended to Parliament lor the completion Tnrdshins see no 

blishment under your management, and I am to acquaint you, that their Lordships see no 
reason to depart from the decision already communicated to you on this subject. 



To- the Royal Dublin Society- 



(signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 
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